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"Those who worked 
closely with him 
described him as 
a true friend - 
a man with a big 
heart - a practical 


Message from the Mayor 

On Wednesday, August 19, the Tampa Police Department and the City of Tampa suffered 
a great loss when Corporal Mike Roberts lost his life in the line of duty. For eleven years he 
served this City and his department with honor and a true commitment to a job well done. 

His dedication was unwavering and his devotion to his family was inspiring. 

During the days following his tragic death, I learned not only about Corporal Roberts the 
fine, dedicated officer, but I learned of a man who valued the most important things in life - 
his family and his friends. His wife and son were the center of his life. He put his family first 
and worked hard to build a good life for them. He made friends easily and touched the hearts 
of people he met throughout his life. Those who worked closely with him described him as 
a true friend - a man with a big heart - a practical joker - a man of great compassion and 
kindness. His son Adam will grow up learning about his father the hero but more importantly, 
he will remember his father as an honorable, caring man. 

Those days also allowed me to witness firsthand the solidarity and commitment of the 
Tampa Police Department. You risk your life each day as you work to make Tampa a safer 
place to live. I thank you for your dedicated service and I am grateful for your willingness to 
protect the residents of our community. 

It is an honor to work beside you and I pray for your continued safety. 


joker - a man of 
great compassion 
and kindness." 


Sincerely, 




Pam lorio 
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"We can honor 
his memory and 
take care of his 
family, ensuring 
that his son grows 
up surrounded by 
positive memories 
of his father." 


Message from the Chief 

On Wednesday, August 19, 2009, a seemingly standard call turned fatal for Corporal Mike 
Roberts. No one will ever be able to provide an acceptable explanation for why he died; not one 
that will provide comfort, ease the pain or eliminate the anger. All we can do is accept that a fine 
man is gone. We can honor his memory and take care of his family, ensuring that his son grows 
up surrounded by positive memories of his father. 

The loss of CpI. Roberts is a grave reminder of the danger each of you face every day you 
report to work. You never know where or when you may face a threat. It could come while 
chasing a suspect, responding to a call or conducting a traffic stop. You never know and that's why 
I urge you to always stay vigilant and not to allow complacency to put you at risk. Officer safety 
must be paramount in all operations and in your daily assignments. 

I would like to offer heartfelt gratitude to everyone who valiantly tried to save CpI. Mike Roberts' 
life, who paid tribute to his service and who provided him the honorable burial that he deserved. 

To our brothers and sisters at Tampa Fire Rescue, you rushed to the scene and continued the rescue 
efforts begun by his fellow officers. Mike was rushed to Tampa General Hospital, where the trauma 
staff worked against hope and reason. All of your efforts are truly appreciated. 

When the worst news a police officer could receive had to be delivered, Mayor lorio was 
standing alongside her police officers. She has always been there for us and this instance was no 
exception. She was standing tall, consoling and being consoled as we grieved over the senseless 
loss of such a fine man. She was there every step of the way, providing her heartfelt support to the 
family and officers. This is just one of the reasons that she has earned the respect and admiration 
of all the members of the Tampa Police Department. 

To the Hillsborough County Sheriffs Office and surrounding law enforcement agencies, you 
arrived moments after CpI. Roberts' had fallen, assisting with the capture of the suspect. We want 
you to know that your actions have not gone unnoticed and are truly appreciated. 

To the business community, we say thank you. As we moved through the process of honoring 
Mike, you were there to provide whatever was needed. From the funeral home, to the limousine 
service, church staff and so many others, we thank you. 

The community's outpouring of support caught us all by surprise. We go about the business of 
keeping our streets safe everyday, without expectation of appreciation. The magnitude of the support 
was overwhelming. We were each deeply touched by the kindness and will carry it with us forever. 


Sincerely, 

Chief Steve Hogue 
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Corporal Mike Roberts was doing something that every 
police officer has done a hundred times, something 
we call routine that turned out to be anything but. 

On August 19,2009 at 9:58 p.m. CpI. Roberts 
was patrolling on Nebraska Avenue and 
initiated a stop with a suspicious 
person. It turned into a struggle, 
short foot pursuit and a 
single gunshot that 

tragically ended ^ 

his life * 
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Sergeant <j»irv S. Prtcher 

November 4» 1983 
Officer Norri> Lpps, .Jr. 
January 18, 1995 

Officer Lois M. Marrero 

July 6, 2001 

Corporal Michael J« Roberts 
August 19, 2009 


Engraved Into 
Our Hearts 
Forever 


Three-year-old Adam Roberts 
helped his mother peel back the 
stencil on the police memorial 
revealing his father's name that 
was just etched into granite. 

The 29th name freshly engraved 
into the monument, glared 
through the dust that covered 
the memorial. The bright white 
lettering against the black granite 
confirmed the reality of his 
untimely death. 

The memorial is made of 
granite to demonstrate the 
strength and honor of law 
enforcement, the cutaway image 
to define the vulnerability of our 
chosen path and the poignant 
inscription begs that Corporal 
Roberts' name be the last. 

We say goodbye to Corporal 
Mike Roberts. His name is not 
only engraved into granite, but 
into our hearts and souls forever. 
For many generations to come, 
after we are all gone, he will 
be remembered through the 
police memorial. 
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Four thousand fellow law enforcement 
officers and members of our community 
paid their respects at CpI. Mike Roberts' 
funeral. Officers traveled from all over the 
country and even as far away as St. John's 
Newfoundland, Canada where Mike grew 


TPD and Community Mourns Corporal 
Michael Roberts, Killed in the Line of Duty 


up. Thousands more watched the sen/ice 
live on TV. In the week after his death, 
countless citizens brought flowers, candles 
and notes to the police memorial in down¬ 
town Tampa and the roadside memorial 
on Nebraska Avenue where Mike was shot. 


"Mike was such a dedicated husband 
and father. Cindy and Adam were the light 
of his life and he was so grateful for what 
he had. Everything he did, he did it happily 
for his family. He loved to laugh and loved 
to have everyone laughing with him." 

- Ofc. Katie Iversen 
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Husband 

Father 

Son 

Brother 

Friend 

HERO 

Excerpts of the Eulogy 

- Chief Steve Hogue 
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"Mike had a way of putting 
people at ease, it didn't matter 
who you were. He talked about 
Cindy and Adam and truly 
understood the value of family. 
He made coming to work fun 
and he will definitely be missed." 
- MPO Troy Neal, K-9 


To serve and protect. Those are the simple words most often attributed to 
the world of a law enforcement officer. And that is how Corporal Mike Roberts 
went about his life, serving and protecting the citizens of this community. Law 
Enforcement Officers face the unknown out on the streets each and every day. It 
is our job to question the suspicious, to engage danger, to guard the weak and 
remove the treacherous. By its very nature, police work is an inherently dangerous 
business. Mike took every precaution to avoid those dangers. He was a tactically 
sound officer who struck an imposing figure, with a command presence. He trained 
seriously in every aspect of police work to include officer safety and firearms skills. 
You would never find him on duty without his bullet resistant vest. He covered all 
of the bases, even admonishing his wife, Cindy, to never say "Goodbye" when he 
left for work, only "See you in the morning." For these and so many other reasons, 
it is impossible to make sense of the tragic loss of such a fine man. And therein 
lies the core of our pain. It is our job to solve problems and to right that which is 
wrong. The stark reality is that we cannot fix this situation, we cannot bring Mike 
back. All that is left for us to do is honor his memory and the sacrifice that he and 
his family have made at this memorial sen/ice. 

Mike was born in Clearwater. When he was eight he moved to St. John's 
Newfoundland with his brother and mother. After graduating from Memorial 
University with a Bachelor's Degree, he returned to Tampa with $300 in his pocket 
and a desire to succeed. He joined the Tampa Police Department in 1998 and 
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signed up for the Army Reserves. He was promptly sent 
to Bosnia, which delayed his start at TPD. 

Mike and Cindy met while both were at work. He 
was working an extra duty job, for an officer, at a bank 
where Cindy was filling in for another co-worker, as 
well. Her brother, who is a Hillsborough County Sheriff's 
Deputy, had educated her on the boring nature of some 
extra duty jobs. Cindy took it upon herself to strike up 
a conversation with Mike in between applicants. When 
Mike left for the day, she watched him walk to his car 
thinking "He is such a nice guy, it's a shame I'll never 
be able to talk to him again." Apparently she made an 
impression on him, because Mike called the branch 
several days later to get her office number and they 
have been together ever since. They were married in 
May of 2003 and shared their love of travel until the 
birth of their son Adam, who then became the center 
of their lives. 

It is easy to see that Mike was a loving and caring 
husband, a wonderful father and a great son. The seem¬ 
ingly insurmountable sorrow that we in law enforcement 


feel from this loss is far eclipsed by the devastation of 
losing a family member. So to Mike's family, I give you 
our gratitude, unending support and recognition of the 
sacrifice that you have made. Your strength and grace 
sustains us in this time of sorrow. This tragedy has 
profoundly affected us all. From Mayor lorio, who has 
stood shoulder to shoulder with us, to the most recently 
hired officer. We offer our deepest sympathy and future 
support. 

If you had to pick the one assignment that was 
Mike's passion, it would have to be the K-9 Squad. Mike 
loved his job as a K-9 officer. He was very proud of his 
most recent dog Ruger or also known as Roger. The dog 
arrived with the name Ruger, but the paperwork came 
back with the name Roger. In keeping with his sense of 
humor, Mike refused to have it corrected and demanded 
that everyone start calling his menacing K-9 Roger. 

Roger actually had one of the highest bite ratios on the 
K-9 Squad. Unfortunately, Mike suffered most of those 
bites. That dog was one of the meanest we've ever had 
or maybe he was just angry about that name change. 
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(Continued from Chief Hogue's Eulogy) 

The commendations are endless, from saving a suicidal 
man to most recently when Mike received an Excellent Duty 
Award for finding a lost child. As young children will do, three- 
year-old Elizabeth Chandler slipped from her mother's watch¬ 
ful eye. Officers searched everywhere for her to no avail. A 
bloodhound was summoned to the scene. As officers awaited 
its arrival, Mike refused to just sit idle. After all, it was a child 
the age of his son. He went through the parking lot one more 
time and found Elizabeth locked inside a sweltering car. As 
written in his commendation "Elizabeth was soaked by her 
own body sweat and was screaming uncontrollably. You 
reached for little Elizabeth and she embraced you with open 
arms." Despite all the rescue efforts, God reached for Mike 
and embraced him with open arms. 

There is so much to say about Mike. His sense of humor, 
his love for the Bucs and the Lightning. The loyalty as a friend, 
the compassion for the victims he encountered. He made 
such an impact in so many lives. Cindy shared with me that 
she and Mike and Adam spent time together as a family 
before he went to work last Wednesday. She took comfort 
in knowing that nothing was left unsaid as he walked out the 
door for the last time. I believe that Mike would want us all 
to take time to say what needs to be said and do those things 
that are important in life, as we are never guaranteed tomor¬ 
row. Corporal Mike Roberts is gone from us today, but he 
will never be forgotten. 













m 



9/11 U.S. Flag of Honor 
Flown at District II 
Headquarters 


Just one day after Corporal Mike 
Roberts was laid to rest, the U.S. Flag 
of Honor proudly flew over District II 
where he worked. The flag was also 
on display at CpI. Mike Roberts' funeral. 

The U.S. Flag of Honor was flying 
on 9/11 and now travels to American 
cities where police officers, fire fighters 
or military personnel have died in the 
line of duty. 


Photos courtesy The Tampa Tribune 





Honored On Ice 
By His Two Favorite Teams: 
TPD vs. Lightning 



For a man who was known for making 
others laugh, there was one tribute to his life that 
would certainly have put a smile on his face. 





The Tampa Bay Lightning played a memorial game 
against Mike Roberts' hockey team. What an honor for the 
avid Lightning fan! Mike Roberts played goalie on the TPD 
Team that hit the ice against the Lightning in his memory. 
The team even managed to pull off a victory for Mike! His 
close friend, fellow officer and hockey teammate, Mike 
Hutner, scored the winning goal in a shootout, 6-5. 

More than 9,000 fans showed their support for Mike. 
The Lightning players and TPD Officers wore CpI. Roberts' 
badge number 12 on their jerseys in his honor. The jerseys 
were auctioned off after the game and raised $15,000 for 
his wife and three-year-old son, Adam. Mike would have 
been touched by the spirit and camaraderie that developed 
between the Lightning players and his fellow officers. 


"Mike was a funny guy - not just what he said, 
but how he said it. His friends will miss his expressions 
and mannerisms when telling a story He was a great 
friend and will be missed." - Det. Michael Hutner 


Top photo: Det. Mike Hutner after he scored a goal 

Middle: white jersey Evan Trefcer battling puck with former Lightning 
player Stan Neckar 

Left: Ofc. Bob Barrett attempts to score a goal 

Bottom: A lone jersey was hung on the bench in honor of Mike. 
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U.S. Army Dedicates Flag Flown During Hour Of Death 

CpI. Roberts was a comrade both behind the badge and in the U.S. Army 
uniform. Tampa Police Detective Steve Prebich and Officer Mike Schultz who 
are serving overseas in Kandahar, honored their friend by dedicating a flag 
flown over the Afghanistan Command Headquarters to their fellow police officer 
and former Army Reservist. This flag was flown during the hour of CpI. Roberts' 
death. Detective Prebich and the unit's commanding officer, Mike Schultz, will 
present the flag to Mike's wife Cindy when they are home on leave in October. 



"People like Mike 
Roberts are rare. 

He was a calm and 
funny giant who 
you could always 
depend on." 

- Det. Steve Prebich 


lit Loving Memory of 

# 

CpI. Mike Roberts 


Tampa Police Department 

It ^ 

* 

May T2, 1971 - Aagail 19, 2009 


"Let This Hero Never Be F or got ten ” 

1 


Drivers will see this billboard for a week at 1-275 and 1-4 before it begins traveling to 
sites around the City in honor of Mike's life and service. Thank you to CBS Outdoor for 
donating the tribute billboard. A special thanks to Bright House Networks for providing 
billboard space and to Outdoor America Images for the printing. 



"What attracted people to 
Mike was that he was a genuine 
guy. He didn't have a big ego 
and he wasn't arrogant. What 
you saw was what you got with 
Mike Roberts. He never passed 
judgement on anyone and 
you could be yourself around 
him."- MPO Chris Hendrix, K-9 
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Corporal Michael Roberts 


Thirty-eight year-old Corporal Michael 
Roberts will be remembered as an outstanding 
officer, husband, father and member of the 
TPD family. During his 11-year career, he was 
awarded dozens of Letters of Appreciation 
from citizens, supervisors and other law 
enforcement agencies. 

★ Served one year as a Field Training Officer 

★ Served five years as a K-9 Officer 

★ Promoted to the rank of Corporal on 
July 12,2009 

★ Honored with a Life Saving Award in 2005 

★ Served with the U.S. Air Force and the 
U.S. Army 

The dedicated family man is survived 
by his wife and three-year-old son, Adam. 

Mike was known for his sense of humor 
and practical jokes that could make anyone 
smile. The avid sports fan played goalie on 
the TPD Hockey Team. 



WW.TAMPAGOV.NET/POLICE 


SIGNAL 14 



































My TPD Family, 

Although much has been said in the media regarding our recent loss, I wanted to 
take this opportunity to speak directly with my law enforcement family. Moments after hearing the 
most tragic news a LEO's spouse can receive, I was guided down a long hallway at the hospital — and you 
were there. The hall was lined, shoulder-to-shoulder with TPD Officers. As I walked along, the warmth and 
empathy was palpable. It hasn't stopped. You have been there daily offering support and expressing concern 
for Adam. There have been numerous cards and phone calls. Mike loved his career and shared his experiences 
with me. Now, he lives through your stories. He always strived to be a "cops' cop" and he would be touched 
to know that so many of his "brothers and sisters" in uniform have come forward to help in his absence. 

Adam and I want to thank each of you for keeping us in your thoughts and prayers. We are comforted 
by Mike's large circle of friends and look forward to meeting more of our law enforcement family in the years 
to come. 


Warmest Regards, 

Cindy and Adam Roberts 



Special Edition: Honoring CpI. Mike Roberts 

Produced by your Public Information Office: Laura McElroy, 
Andrea Davis, Janelle McGregor and Ofc. Darla Portman 


The mission of the Tampa Police Department is to reduce crime and enhance 
the quality of lif&£|irough a cooperative partnership with all citizens. 
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